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PLANNING FOR A GREATER
NEW YORK OF 25.000.000

Engineer Outlines Great Scheme for Making New Land

of the East River and Parts of the Harbor---
Pictures a Wonder City of the Future

L1 AVE you any idea how
H rapidly the population of
New York is outgrowing

its territory?" sald Dr. T.

Kennard Thomson, the engineer,
“The time has come to plan for the
days ahead and to agree upon some
gort of orderly scheme which =hall
guide us in providing new territory
upon which te pace our increasing
citizenry and to furnish suitable set-
tinga and conveniences for the varied
expressions of the city'a industrial
life. The growing need for this
widened foothold ecan be gathered
from A brief review of New York's

“The population of the city in 1800
was only 80,000, Fifty vears later the |
number of inhabitants had Increased |
nearly ninefold, the population at that |
time totalling 700,000, In that half |
century the metropolis acquired a |
Erowing rate which has remalned
falrly constant ever since, for now,
In 1915, the citizenry of Greater New
York s approximately &,000,000, At
this rate, not counting the calls mm!o'
upon us by suburbanites and the |
peaple of nearby cities, twenty-five
years hence we shall have to take
care of nearly 25000000 persons |
within our gates,

“Are yvou familiar with the manner
in wihich the topography of the finan-
clal  district of Manhattan has
changed” RBroad street. now flinked
by ponderous office buildings, was a
canal in the earlier days of the muni-
clpality, and upon the banks of that
waterway stood the finest homes of
the time. Pearl street of to-day got
its name from the fact that upon the
beach over which it ran New York's
eariler inhabitants used to gatrer
rainbow tinted shells. Again, the
eastern end of Wall street formerly,
a8 now, terminated at the water's
edge, but griginally that highway was
half as long, showing how ground has
been made in the interval and the
encroachment upon the KEast River
broadened.

“Of later yvears, In our ¢ffort to ga'n!
more standing room and to furnish
suitable dockage for ships on the
North River side, we have built out-
ward into the stream untll the Gove-
ernment, at the instance of the army
engineers, has wisely called a halt,
and vet our pler facilities are wo-
fully insufficient under normal condi-
tions and the demands for them are
Erowing.

“The Panama Canal in the near
future will bring to us an immense
measure of oversea tonnage. The
Cape Cod Canal {8 now directing here
by way of Long Island Sound a
mteadlly growing waterborne traffic,
and the intracoastal canal will make |
of the port of New York the prime
poiit of freight handling. In the |
Btate we are pushing to completion
that splendid project the great barge
canal, and by that waterway we are
going to drain in a freight scnse sub-
stantially the region contlguous to thg
great lake: and New York will be-
come the forwarding and reshipping
point for the return trade. It must be |
apparent that we are wofully unequal |
to the calls that will be made upon us |
when all of these trade routes are |
operating s'multaneously, |

“As matters stand to-day it prnh-l

)

ahly g not an exaggemtion to say
that lighterage charges and the lack
of pier facilities for handling cargoes
and freight impose costs in dollars
where improved methods and up to
date apparatug would reduce the out-
lay to a lilke number of cents. Not
only do we want to better materially
existing equipment, but we should
make it possible to provide for and to
hold every shipping interest and every
commercial enterprise that seeks to
eatablish itself here.

“Now I propose to add fifty square
it THE - WHITE RATS DECID
area and port foothold, At the same |

time it will mean an addition of one
hundred miles of new waterfront for
plers, &c. I would place New York
City Hall 'n the centre of a really
Greater Now York having a radius of
twenty-five miles, and within that |
circle there would be ample room for a |
population of fully twenty millions,
the entire project to be an accom-
plished fact in a span of only a few |
Yyears.

“Yes, this would mean an ultimate |
expenditure of a great deal more than |
the sum involved In constructing the |
Panama Canal, but the returns would !

original expenditures, swelling
clty’'s money bags while bringing a
boon to the investing public and untold

benefits to the great municipality m‘de\‘ulod to the charity fund of their)

large. | own organization and to that of the|
“The very first work I should recom- | Actors' Fund of America,

mend would be the binding together of |
Governorg Island and the Battery
waterfront and then reaching nnulh-!
ward by reclamation until Manhattan

quarter of Staten Island This
would give us an elght mile
wateyfront, on the east and west sides
of this new made land. from which
thousand foot docks cowud be egtended

sweep of the Hudson River, I be-
lleve this initial stage of the project
could be made ready for the build-
g of docks and other structures in-
slde of three years,

“With this done the Interval hetween
the Manhattan extension and sml.-nl

Island could be spanned hy tunnels. | highest priced male and female stars|
now acting in the movies, If negotia-
tlons now under way go through,

White Rats is
The meeting of
popular young players, David |
Fred S8tone, 8am
Morton, Thomas lLewls, Sam J. Ryan, |
James F. Dolan and
one hot Sun-
day late in the month of June in 1900
in the lobby of the old Parker House,
street, this eclty,
since raged to make room for a more
modarn hullding,
tion's heginning
being suggested, the or-
ganization was completed that same
night in Dave Montgomery's room up-
In these gimple surroundings
institution which

To-day the assessed value of Staten
Island {s about $50,000,000, but with |
the completion of the neck south of
Governors Island the property value!
of Staten I:land would not fall short
of §5U0,000,000, But there is some- |
thing more than a financial gain and |
the winning of elbow room for our in. |
dustrial life,

“Investigations of the tida! flow n!’l
the Hudszon River, as well as that of
tbe East River, have dlsclosed a dis-
wmuwsingly nsanitary state of affairs
&y sal A8 conc.rns 7ns dispossl of the
city's sewage. By means of buoys
casgt adrift It has been clearly prm‘od‘,
that it takes quite two days and a |
half for such a freely moving object |
to travel from Harlem to Sandy Hook. |
Now the lower eurrents Iin  these
bodies of water move seaward even
more slowly, and it ix toward the bot- |
tom that the fouler dralnage settles,
“Booner or later we must put in some
pewer system that will carry the
refuse discharge from the clty's drain
pipes safely seaward. The expense of
an Independent Installation of s t.
able capacity would run into many |
millions of dollars, By building upnn'
the Battery and running the new land

STATEN
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Unique Organization of !,
Vaudeville
ers Plans Big Benefit
Performance on Au-|

| these few were ahle to infuse into
their hrother players was so effective |
that when another meeting was called,
#ix
roll call,

Perform-

Rats of America, the
national organization of vaude-
performers, will give a
be many times greater than the public all star scamper at the Man-
the | hattan
proceeds are to he

A proposed touring scamper, which
was to include all the Important cities
between New York and San Francisco,
approached within a mile and a| was arranged for early last June and
called off hecause several of the head-
liners were not
engagements at that time. Since then
matters have so adjusted themselves
that not only will ali the orlginal ar-
without interfering with the tidal| tists who had promised their services
participate in this
entertalnment
names have been addec which could
secured for the first
intended scamper,

‘me of the features will he the ap-

tn cancel their

an interesting one,
Montgomery,

Mark Murphy,

Twentv-ninth

thus was horn an
has done much to advance the con-
ditlon of the actor in America,

weeks later, again in DAve |
Montgomery's quarters, the second |
meeting took place of this newly horn
At thig time, its mem-
hership having increased to sixteen,
offlcers was elected
Fuller (olden was chosen
president, or bhig chief; David Craig
viee-president, or little

Montgomery,
dyg/n close to Staten Island we uhoulil chief; James J. Morton, secretary, or

In circle—Dr. T. Kennard Thomson.

of the upper bay, and this would cause them automet|
to scour their waterbeds and
affect the Jart purge themselves more rapidly, :
constricting ‘hese ng their outflow seaward more forci-
water routes we ghould increass some- bly and further

thelr curren's “The next stage of the project,

the Hudson now einpties. cally

i

on  Tuesday,

bhut  other

popular and

the organiza-

I
|

scrat;
reassurrat

Mark Murphy,
A board of directors was
| also selected at this time and included
1 Sam Morton, Tom Lewis, Fred Stone,
i James . Dolan, S8am Ryan and Nat
I M. Wille.

The increase of
now demande
larger quarters and to that end meet-
in a large room,

OMery’'s rooms

Twenty-third street,

the membership increased, o that
a little less than six months hundreds
were clamoring to hecome members.

During all this time these |

The founders ot the White Rats.

Standing, left to righte-James F. Dolan, Tom Lewis, 8am ]J. Ryan, Sam Morton and Fred S8tone.
Beated—David C. Montgomery, George Fuller Golden and Mark Murphy.
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Reliable Goods o Easy Payments
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We Don’t Care Where You Go |

| or how far, but this we guarantee: to sell, under |
| similar conditions, the same article at a price
| lower than any competitor anywhere. This is your
real safeguard—to know that when you are buy- |
ing an article, you are getting it at a price lower
than elsewhere. The goods are all fresh and new
—up to the minute —and just what every tasteful |
home furnisher looks for, but so rarely finds. You |
will save not only money, but time as well—
whether for a chair or an elaborately furnished
5 home. A glance at our superb assortment will
suffice to show you positive advantage.

FOR CASH OR EASY PAYMENTS

upper slde of this new made land
could run parallel with the Ambhrose

Channel at that point, in fact would|
face the southern side of that passage |

with a solid wall of rock and concrere
In bulding this area the urtion
dredges would draw away the bottom
material adjacent to the channel and
even deepen that route itself. Next
I should urge the rearing upon Old
virchard Shoal of the first of two  x-
tenelve reclaimed areas which when
oined to Staten Island would forn
in the neighborhood of Great Kills a
large enclosed basin, and in addition
to this afford protected dock front-
Age on several sides,

‘In forming a new lower bay forty
gquare miles of land would he added
for shipp'nz and industrial purposes
it points where the sea would be
within easy reach and where rallway
terminals cou.d be established con-
necting at once with the main lincs
bound north, west and south. The
"n w2 just within and .ontiguous

Map showing New York and its environs with shaded portions indicating proposea made o Sandy Hook should be fllled in

T . would mean the deflection of the
Shrewsbury River back to its old out-
let at the foot of Atlantic Highlands.

Having disposed of the problem of
the lower bay-—and there in my mind’s
ve 1 see the establishment of vast
stee] plants, manufactories and grain
elevators— 1 ghould next urge the rec-
imation of the exteasive shoal area

'SCAMPER

vear of organization (1900) the White
Hats of America made their flist real
business move when they established
an office on Thirty-fourth street in
!the Bavoy Theatre Bullding, for the

purpose of securing engagements for | ACtorS on a HOt
the r members, The membership then
was over 500, Its growth from that

point was rapld until it now numbers
among ite members practically every

vaudeville actor and actress In the
| country.

1

reaching northward from Robhina
Reef light past Ellis Island to the
wharves of Jersey City. This, again,
would further wall in the Hudson
! River, stimulate [ts gelf-dredging flow
| and provide quite four miles of addi-
tional waterfront from which 1,000
| foot piers could be extended without
| hurt to the river's movement or ham-
pering of shipping.

“Instead of obliging vessels to
thread the tortuous K'l11 van Kull as
at present I would dredge a new river
north of that strram by which Newark

| Bay and the Hudson River could he
| placed more directly in touch. Bimul-
taneously Newark Bay should be
Aredged and developed in order to im-
prove the watsr routes to Newark
This new river should have a depth
af forty feet Now we come to what
might be called a military or strategic
| phage of this whole scheme.
' “As matters stand to-day our navy
vard at Brooklyn has wofully shrunk
in comparigon with the present day
demands made upon It. Modern dread-
noughts want a good deal of elbow
room and they should not be ham-
pered by narrow channels and vexing

currents wh:n getting in and out of!

port AamMong numerous commercial

craft As you know, it has been

urged that the navy yard be moved

to the Bayonne shore of the upper|

bay. Capt. Louls 8. Van Duzer, U, 8

PUBLICL

Afternoon in the Old
Parker House

has met with opposition, Even at
this moment a movement i8 on foot
to place hefore a genera] meeting,

not “The White Rats of America”
should not have another name. (Con-
| eerning the adoption of this title at
ite first meet ng, George Fuller Golden,
during the course of organization,
made some reference to the "Water
Rats of London,” when he told how
they had come to Lis rescue once,
when he was In hard straits in the
British capital. In the first place It
was explained that the word “rats”

This reasoning seemed to stick and

tists, began its existence under nearly

| experienced, This was the story that
Mr. Golden told them which declded
the adoption of the title, with the ex-
ception that the word “water” was
dropped and in Its place the word

| the founders,

of America on Fortly-sixth street was
|nxwm‘d and dedicated on Decemher 7,
1912, It is a 8ix story building of fire-
proof construction and with the ex-
ception of business offices on the sec-

to the purpose of a clubhouse, with

peol which accuples the entire base-
ment,

Rats of America are Frank Fogarty,
president; Alf Grant, vice-president,
Will J. Cooke, secretary treasurer;
with Johnny E. Bell, Edward Fsmond,
H. ©. Hayes, Joseph W, Btandish and
W. W. Watera as trustees, The bhoard
of directors are Willlam P. RBurt,
George F. Delmore, James F, Dolan,
Frank C. FEvans, Edward Garvle,
Frank W, Hollis, Junie McCree, Jack
McLallen, Richard Milloy, George W.

man, James J. Corhett, James Marco,
Burton Green, Willam Keough,
Johnny Ray, Walter TL.e Roy, Robert
L. Dailey, L.on Hascall, Frank Herbert,
John Gilroy, W. C. Matthews and
George Folix,

el ————— " S— e |y

The selection nf the title White Rats !

when spelled backward spelle, "star." |

even more so when it was explained
that the “Water Rate of London,”|
which I8 a soclety of music hall ar- |

“white” substituted, which tradition |
says was out of respect to the snow |
white hair of Mark Murphy, one of

ond floor the entire building 18 devoted |

gymnasium and a Jarge swimming |

The presant officers of the Whiie |

Monroe, Frank North, Dr, Carl llor-l

‘ |
N.. has very forcibly emphaslzed the

need of relocating our prime naval
base,

“At present, according to that au-
thority, during the period of a single
tide it |& possible to c¢lear from the
navy yard wher: |t now {s but two
battleships., By extensive improve-
ments involving an outlay ef possibly
$35,000,000 he has declared that four
shipg could be got away In the course
of a day. Now {n time of war this
vital repair statlon would be worked
to the limit, and New York's safety
might hinge upon the celerity with
which fighting craft could be taken
to the yvard and got away again.

“Instead of establishing the new
navy yvard virtually on the New York
Bay shore of Bayonne 1 urge that
the vard with {ts necessary dry docks
be placed upon Newark Bay adjacent
to the new river to he cut through
that peninsula. This would make the
station legs accessible to a foe, easter
to defend and yet almost as near the
open sea. There would be apace
nough in which to maneuvre freely
and get ghips out av any «.me during
night or day, while inhound fighting

craft needing repairs or supplies could |

return to port at any time unham-
pered by the tide

“Fan purpnses of general h.\\'%sﬂ-l

tion the Harlem River {= not avallable,

shallow waterway I propose a substi-
tute in the form of a wide new river

| cut straight from the Hudson to the
E
‘Remarkable Growth of|

s |
Idea of Eight Young

approach of Flughing Bay and with a
depth of forty feet. Once more we
are face to face with a strategic angle
of our project,

“"With this done our battleships
could pass up the Hudson, through
the new river and thence rlight down
ioto Long Island Sound. To-day they

| cannot get through He!l Gate and
| therefore cannot reach the Bound ex-

cept by steaming a hundred and more
miles to the eastward around Montauk
Point and thien in through the Race,
“Yes, the cutting of this new river
would be thimugh solid rack, for Man-
hattan Island rlses ahruptly in that

. nelghborhood, but don't let this Appear
soon to be called, a motion whather or !

an insuperable or a needlessly ex-
pensive undertaking. The fact {s that
a rockhewn cours. would he cheaper
in the end than a similar route dug

thFough soft  earth  with flanking

heights.  Ones eut the roecky walls

would be rigid and lasting. without
troublesome slides as at Panama

“1 haven't come vet to the end nfl

my mver building. As my plan
shows, [ propose ts hind Flushing Bay
and Jamaiea Bay by means of a mmﬂ
A thousand feet wide and forty feet
deep, dredged right through Tlong
Island. This would lend an entirely
new aspect to the sn-called Jamaiea
Bay profect, for it would furnish a

similar conditions as the “White Rats" | logieal and suitable terminal for ship-

ping bound north and seuth over the
Sound route and make dockage facill-
tier on Jamalca Bay a far more
valuahle asset to the olty than plers
placed there merely as termina| points
feading to Manhattan across Bronklvn

"Omee more we have the military
view of the gubject to conslder. The
new Fast River, which T would thus

wovide, would give o \eavie oht -
i The present home of the White Ru'lu*‘ ! . 114 give our heaviest fiizht

ing ships another short cut to and
from Long Tsland Sonnd In brief,
the strategic advantage which the
Kaiser now enjovs by reason of the
Kiel Canal we should have for our
squadrons seeking to intercept or to
outmanauvre an  enemy  trylng  to
take New York In the rear hy forcing
an antrance into the Sound past the

| feris pmow guarding the eastern ap-

proaches of T.ung I(alani Sonnd

“Before flooding the new East River
the tubes for tunnels would be put in
place for the purpose of continuing
all highways that would be inter-
cepted. These tunnels could be lncated
in this fashion at a minimum of ex-
pense and when all of them were
lald then the cofferdams holding ot
the waters of Flushing Bay and Ja-
maica Bay wounld be removed and a
stralght unbridged thoroughfare for
sthipping would be opened for trafMe,
Now we are ready for the ellmina-
tion of the East River of nature's
making

“Tw-day we have spent many mill-
jons In bridging that water proute
and other millions In boring tunnels
under its bed and yet these connect-

— .

ing linka are far from meeting the de
mands of rapid transit between Brook .
iyn and Manhattan. We are face to
face with the need of more facilitles,
and increasine population will add to
the need. Apart from the reciprocal
movements of the inhabitants there ia
the daily handlicap of transferring
commodities of all sorts from one
shore to another, If the city continues
to grow at the same rate as hereto-
fore then we must deal drastically
with this problem of the East River,

“What would I do? 1 would ro-
claim the bed of that waterway by
building a dam at Hell Gate and an
other down about Thirtieth street for
a beginning, and then drain out the
intermediate basin, Next, I would
build another dam extending from
South Ferry to the Brooklvn shore
and this section, after heing suitahly
walled up along the sides, like the
first, so as to leave a prope: hydro-
#tatie support for the flanking skv-
scrapers and lesser buildings, would
he pumped out tno.

“This done, I would not fill in this
valley, In the ordinary understanding
of the term, but from the stone foun-
dation upward 1 would construct
series of floors, much after the fash-
fon followed in the case of the Grand
Central Station and {ts northward
extension. These floors would provide

'a variety of facilities. 1In the lowes’
and instead of that twisting, narrow, | - :

or bedrock, level 1 would place gas

| and  water malins, electric conduits

and the city's great trunk sewers
The uppermost tier would be fush
with the existing streets and thus
hind Brooklyn and Manhattan by con-
tinuous highwavs, where they now
terminate abruptly because of the |
tervening river,

“But 1 have not yet accounted for
the levels between that of the streets
and the one on the riverbed, 1 wonid

| 1
turn some of these interven.ng leve's

into vast subterraneat Wiareoses

and one or more. as circumstances de

| manded, into great raflway thoroug!

fares covered hy a dozen or so tracks

| In each case. The outermost track

either side woulld Le for lnading freig
from the statfjora paralleling the rou
while the next succeeding track wou
serve for switching purjposes This

{ would leave something like eight efn

tral tracks to form one grand speed
way through the e¢ity for freig
trains bound north and south

“In thie manner it would he poss

i d
| for goods to he received for distr

tion throughont Greater New Yor!
under {deal conditions, and in turn
for cars to be Inaded in the very he
of the municipality with a minimum
of intermediate handli
“Posgihly you do not realize how
this draining and roofing over of the
Fast River would help us in disnosing

of aur augmented populace Tust s
twenty-five story bhuilldings aniothers
of lesser height now etand er the
tracks at the Grand Central Stat
en can office, industrial and tenems

structures he rearsd over the val
of the ast River Reaching as ths
additional area would from the Bt
tary to Hell Gate, it ia plain that wa
should have b lding room equal o A
Httle ahort of half again a= much A8
we now have npon the laland of Man-
hattan

“Don’'t he staggerad hy the mag:
tudae of my entire profect T dont
urge the simultaneonus attack of 1t
whaole stheme, Tre plan shonld

carried through section by sectian in
the order T have already named, and
this would invedve an annual exper!
ture of somewgers between Afty a0 d
A hundred miTwn @ollars

I fhess . te nade plaln tn ftha
pubile  erekitge o safe invastyrnant
Greater New fows sghounld heww >

| trouble In flo-4ng bonds hearing 1

inviting interest, especiall whe
security for the!r redemprion wo
rest upon the promise of an ‘||1|-'—-~-
and bhooming really (ireater New
York."

Dr. T. Kennard Thomson (s
engineer of prominence in NHis
fession. More than one natable hrides
and many A towering skvscraper r-_-'.'
upon the foundation whi h his skl
has devised. He har not heen 4

- a3

pro.

! dreamer in the past; he is elimbing

gteadily toward the zenith of his pro=
fesstonal career, and his ambitirns
project for New York's hetterment "
the frult of years of study.
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